
 

BULLETIN OCTOBER 2020 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

I am delighted to tell you that 77% of our members have re-newed their membership .As  

we are acutely aware that under the present circumstances we are not able to provide our 

usual wide range of activities it is therefore so encouraging that so many members continue 

to give us their support. I am sure this is because of how much the U3A has meant to them 

for the last 10 years with our very successful interest groups, our monthly meetings, our 

Garden visits, our Theatre visits, the Summer Events, the Co-ordinators lunches the “Anne 

and Barry Days Out” as they are affectionately known, the winter quizzes and more recently 

the Christmas trips to Blenheim. These are just some of the  memories  and the  many 

reasons to maintain Towcester U3A  

BULLETIN  

I am once again apologising for the problems people have had reading the end of 

September bulletin  Not only did  our members let us know once again that all was not well  

they did come up with constructive suggestions as to how the problem might be resolved 

Thank You ! Dare I say I hope the problem is now solved?  

AGM  

Within the next couple of weeks you will receive the updated details of our AGM on 

Wednesday November 18th at 1.30 pm When organising this we have benefitted from the 

advice, experience and feedback from those U3As who have already held their virtual AGMs 

It has not been an easy journey for any of them, for this is an unprecedented situation but 

thanks to their feedback we have been able to fine tune our plans. Prior to the AGM we will 

be sending out the Minutes of the 2019 AGM, The Annual Trustees Report 2020, The 

Financial Statement 2020 and the list of nominated committee members 20/21 for your 

approval. Voting on these issues will take place prior to the meeting and the results 

announced at the meeting.  There will also be the chance to submit questions which will be 

answered at the meeting on Nov 18. Even if you cannot attend the meeting via Zoom your 

participation is most important. We do ask you to return your voting slip by post or email. If 

you have any problems doing this or there us anything you wish to discuss with me please 

contact me by phone or e mail  

ZOOM LINK TO AGM  

Some time ago I asked if you would like to log on to our AGM meeting. Now we have 

confirmed the date and the time may I ask to confirm your attendance. Please send an 

email to lucascrl@aol.com and I will send you the link to join the meeting. The meeting will 

start at 1.30pm but you will be able to join from 1.15pm.   

 

mailto:lucascrl@aol.com


 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  

I am always pleased when members’ email me with questions which may be of interest to 

others and I have the opportunity to reply through the bulletin. At a time when we are not 

having face to face groups or monthly meetings it is good to be able to communicate in this 

way.  

One question I have already been asked is about our subscription for next year At the AGM 

we are required to give notice of any forthcoming increase in subscriptions and obviously we 

will not be giving any such notice. This year people are understandably looking for a 

reduced subscription.  As a committee we have discussed this many times. However our 

circumstances are unique this year in that during this difficult period our Treasurer Mike 

Willis did become seriously ill.   We were very fortunate that Terry Goldfinch stepped in to 

take over but because of the nature of Mike’s illness and the restrictions of COVID 19 there 

could not be the usual handover process.   

Terry has been amazing and has worked so hard to get to grips with our finances His first 

job was to get our end of year accounts audited (when the easing of lockdown and the re-

opening of our auditors allowed this). 

Now he is working equally  hard to thoroughly understand our accounts and looking at our 

expenditure and our  forward planning He is very through and there was no way he was 

going to be rushed into making quick decisions  about  big discounts as soon as he took 

over.   I am sure our members will appreciate the wisdom of this and feel assured that their 

finances are in good hands. Rest assured we will be looking at and informing you about 

future subscriptions well before they are due next year.  

 

RE-BRANDING 

 

The u3a has a fresh look that was unveiled at the National AGM. They have chosen bright 

colours, friendly language and new imagery to better reflect the connection, energy and 

vibrancy of our amazing movement, the living embodiment of positive ageing. Yes, we have 

now gone lower case and it was felt the previous badge shaped logo was too old fashioned 

,too formal and did not reflect how the u3a wished to be seen in the future  More about the 

re-branding can be found on the National Website.  We will be discussing how we can 

incorporate the new look into or website and social media pages as well as this bulletin!!! 

I have already been involved in interesting discussions about this new look at a regional 

meeting and with our own committee.  What do you think?  This is your u3a. Please let me 

know your thoughts .  

 



 

News From the Groups  

Towcester u3a ukulele group news 

 
Sadly, the ukulele group has not met since March. We were hoping to return to the Greens 
Norton Community Centre in October 2020 but were only allowed a group of 6, wearing 

masks. This did not seem feasible. 
Some of us have met as friends in private houses and gardens in groups of up to 6. It isn’t 

the same as a larger group but fulfils some musical & social needs. 
As soon as we’re allowed to meet up again under the u3a umbrella I will be in touch with 
the people who were previously in the group. Can I ask those people who were involved to 

keep me up to date with their phone numbers & email addresses. 
Best wishes to all. 
Mary Golcher 

 
Art Appreciation 1 has continued to meet through Zoom and we are gradually learning 

the intricacies of getting pictures on to screens. The last three months have been dedicated 
to American twentieth century painters who remained slightly outside the mainstream of 
"isms" - Edward Hopper, Georgia O'Keeffe and Andrew Wyeth.   It has been interesting to 

see how these artists have represented American society, particularly in these times when it 
seems to have been polarising attitudes which it used to be perfectly reasonable just to 

discuss, or, in the case of artists, to portray. 
 
Intermediate Italian has gone into suspended animation, which is to say that we are all 

still very animated but suspending our efforts to express this in Italian until perhaps we can 
get together again face to face, or faccia a faccia as we used to say. 

 
Bridge 
 

As far as the Bridge Group is concerned a number of us have been playing online via a very 
good app. whereby one can line up three other players to play hands produced by the 
computer.  Also Towcester Bridge club runs online tournaments once a week so some of our 

group members have signed up to play in these. 
 

 Some group members simply do not like playing online even though this deprives them of 
enjoying the game. 
 

I did explain the possibilities for playing to group members about three months ago but 
maybe for those who might still be interested I should repeat them for the bulletin and 

maybe I could try to set up online tournaments for the U3A group itself if I can work out 
how to do it otherwise the group might sadly fade into oblivion. 
 

Grahame Edmonds  
 
Photography 

 
Half a dozen members of our photography group continue to meet up in various safe 

situations sharing their photos on Facebook. We are still working on our Versatility Challenge 
2020 which everyone is welcome to join. Results will be shared in January 2021. 
The photo sharing page continues to challenge everyone with a new topic each week. This 

enables everyone to look through old photos, or prompts new ones to be taken and shared. 
 

One such photography visit was to Ashby St Ledger where the locals were friendly and they 
found some furry friends, 



 

 
 
 

 
Boys’ Toys 
 

The Boys’ Toys group watched a video on the 2006 Dakar rally last week. The large upstairs 
room of the White Horse was set up with seats suitably socially distanced and a table 

service of teas and coffees was served by the staff. 
This pub has all the COVID compliance in place and worked with us before the event to 
ensure we complied with them. 

We also enjoyed lunch too. 
 

 
Mixed Crafts 
During October our ‘virtual’ mixed crafts group have working on the theme of Autumn with 

amazing variety of results. November sees the theme of Christmas. The group is there to 
support each other with ideas and help with problems. If you would like to join email 
jeanettewaite@btinternet.com we work via email then at the end of the month they are 

posted on Facebook for all to see.  
 

 
 
 
Music for Pleasure 

 
We sometimes find ourselves talking about Art at our Music for Pleasure Zoom meetings. 

The paintings of a bygone era by Eric Ravilious went perfectly with this very English music 

by Gerald Finzi. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5F6xgpd1zA&app=desktop 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5F6xgpd1zA&app=desktop&fbclid=IwAR32GpxiWK4Ym3dl40F4t2uTdkDpKmNc90fLHipNBwU0Q1BBpH7TLDuMCjI


 

 

The 'Music for Pleasure' group has also recently discovered the music of two black 

composers. Firstly, Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges dubbed the 'Black Mozart' 

for obvious reasons when you hear his music. Secondly, Florence Price an African-American.  

Theatre Visits 

Well, after the success of last year’s first visit to the panto, it is disappointing not to have 

booked in again for this year. I believe some theatres are producing versions of pantomime, 
but that is definitely a show where being in a large, packed in audience is a must! Today’s 
update from MK theatre is that all productions are cancelled until January 17th 2021. 

I had such high hopes that the pandemic would be over when I reserved seats for Grease 
on March 3rd, but I’m afraid that visit is looking less likely as it approaches. I will keep you 

informed. The seats are secured if we are safe to go. 
That leaves us with The Commitments on October 20th. Surely by then? 
I am obviously not booking any other shows for now (unless it’s something just too good to 

miss!). 
Very best wishes to you all  

Marion  
 

Science for All  

The group held their October meeting via Zoom on October 1st The subject for discussion 
was “Modern Farming".   

Suggested topics for discussion were methods for producing food that could replace the 

traditional farm, such as indoors horticulture, factory farmed animals, milk replacements, 
and meat replacements etc. 

Other topics suggested were the application of technology to traditional farms, such as the 
use of robots, autonomous vehicles and other technology. 

Felting 

No felting meeting this month so we have just shared things we have made or are making. 
Pins, brooches and cute objects this month, with something for Xmas coming from Sandy 

soon  



 

 
 

50 Things You Might Not Know About Towcester 
 

One of our own members Margaret Webb has written a book "50 Thing you may not know 
about Towcester". Margaret has had the book printed and it is now on sale at Colemans in 
Towcester for £3. All proceeds from the book will go to the Air Ambulance. 

 
CHRISTMAS ZOOM  
 

I am already taking bookings from groups wishing to hold their Christmas celebrations via 
Zoom this year. Please let me know if you would like to make such a booking!  Although we 

cannot be together there is no reason why we cannot raise a glass of something, put on a 
party hat and say Happy Christmas virtually! 
 

NATIONAL WEBSITE  
 

As well as the rebranding pages on the National website you will also find the Winter 
Learning Pages where talks, competitions, podcasts, photographic and art projects are all 
available.  

 
REMINDER 

 
Please remember to look out for the letter and attached documents about the AGM. Your 
participation in approving these documents and confirming the committee nominees is so 

important if we are to fulfil the requirements of the Third Age Trust.  
 Also please e mail me if you require the link to join the meeting on November 18th  
 

FINALLY  
 

Thank you all so much for your contributions to the bulletin, for your e mails your phone 
calls etc I never cease to be impressed and delighted by the good spirits ,the ingenuity, and 
the positive enthusiasm of our members who despite all the restrictions continue to 

demonstrate the ethos of learn , laugh and live. This should serve us well in the months 
ahead which are not going to be easy especially for members on their own. Our Group 

Leaders have done an excellent job of keeping in touch with members even if their groups 
are not meeting Thanks to you all!  
Please continue to stay safe and look after yourselves and each other! Carol x 
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