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Towcester U3A membership policy 
Membership of Towcester U3A is open to everyone in their third age. The ‘third age’ is defined as the 

period in life when full-time employment has ceased; it is not defined by a particular age. 

Everyone wishing to join Towcester U3A must be interested in participating in and furthering its work. He 

or she must also agree to abide by its constitution, and its terms and conditions of membership.  

Current members of Towcester U3A are entitled to attend all events and activities arranged by and in 

accordance with the working practices of Towcester U3A. 

A member is someone who meets the above membership requirement and is a current paid-up member of 

Towcester U3A.  A non-member is anyone who is not a current paid up member of Towcester U3A. 

 

Please read the frequently asked questions if you have any queries regarding this membership policy. If you 

cannot find the answer to your query, please contact a current member of the Towcester U3A committee. 

Frequently asked questions  
Does the term ‘non-member’ apply to spouses, partners, relations and friends? 

Yes, if they are not current paid up members of Towcester U3A they are deemed to be visitors.  

Who can attend Towcester U3A meetings and interest groups as visitors? 

All visitors must conform with the eligibility criteria required for membership of Towcester U3A.  Current 

Towcester U3A members can invite visitors to accompany them to Towcester U3A meetings and interest 

groups.  Visitors are expected to contribute to any costs incurred in the same way as Towcester U3A 

members. 

Visitors can attend Towcester U3A activities twice. Beyond this, they are expected to become members of 

Towcester U3A.  Should a visitor be allowed to attend U3A activities on a regular basis (i.e. more than 

twice) and be involved in an incident, the U3A might find itself without liability insurance cover.  Visitors 

that attend Towcester U3A monthly meetings are asked for a £2 donation towards expenses.  If the visitor 

then decides to become a member of Towcester U3A on the same day, that £2 will be deducted from their 

membership fee.   

Can current members of U3As elsewhere regularly attend Towcester U3A meetings and interest groups? 

Regular attendance at Towcester U3A interest groups and events is open to Towcester U3A members only. 

Current members of other U3As cannot attend Towcester U3A interest groups and events on a regular 

basis and are subject to the same restrictions as all other visitors.  They must therefore join Towcester U3A 

if they wish to take part in our activities more than twice.  The policy of Towcester U3A is to charge the 

normal membership fee to individuals who are members of other U3As. 

Can visitors go on U3A theatre visits? 

Visitors can go on U3A theatre visits although priority is usually given to Towcester U3A members. 
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Can visitors go on coach trips arranged by Towcester U3A? 

Visitors can go on U3A coach trips although priority is usually given to Towcester U3A members. 

If another U3A has an interest group I would like to join can I do so? 

U3As operate independently of each other so you would probably have to pay a membership subscription 

to the other U3A.  However, you could contact our Groups Co-ordinator to discuss your subject interest. 

You may find our U3A can start such a group if other members are also interested. 

Can carers accompany Towcester U3A members to events? 

Yes, if a Towcester U3A member requires the support of a carer to have access to Towcester U3A events, 

carers are welcome to attend.  Some carers, especially those who are paid to provide support, may not 

meet the usual ‘third age’ requirement.  This would be immaterial in this instance as carers are not 

required to join Towcester U3A as a member.  

Where the assistance of a carer is essential for a current member to attend an event, carers are expected 

to stay with the U3A member for the duration of the event.  Other U3A members cannot be expected to 

provide care. 

 

* * * * * 


